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Unpacking an Essential Standard with Assessment Map Steps 

 Unpacking the Standard
A. Read the essential standard as a team.
B. Circle the verbs or list them in one color.
C. Underline the nouns and noun phrases or list them in a different color.
D. Determine the number of targets found within the standards.
E. Write as separate learning targets.

A. Remember to keep the core language intact at all times.
B. Do not omit any part of the standard.

F. Determine the depth of knowledge required of the standard.  
G. Pull the academic vocabulary from the standard.

Assessment Map
• Insert essential standard including the percent of expected proficiency level.

• Consider the Depth of Knowledge level for the overall standard.
• Insert targets separately into the boxes of the indicated row including percent of expected proficiency for each.

• Consider Depth of Knowledge levels of each target
• Indicate the vocabulary that will be focused on.

• Decide on a summative assessment (pre/mid/post) and determine dates that all members of the team will administer 
the pre, mid, and post assessment.

• Determine DOK level of each question.
• Incorporate scoring guides, proficiency scales, or rubrics. 

• Determine strategies and materials for initial instruction of each target.
• Insert the date range in which each target will be taught

• Create a common formative assessment for each target.  Determine the DOK of the questions.
• Incorporate scoring guides, proficiency scales, or rubrics.
• Determine the date that all members of the team will administer the CFA for each target.
• Include PARCC and iStation “like” questions to include guaranteed vocabulary, format and rigor. 

Tom Schimmer reminds us that unpacking alone is not enough; we must repack, “With all of that, far too many 
teachers stop short of completing the process, which involves the repacking of standards when the verification of 
learning (summative assessment) is the primary purpose. Once a standard has been unpacked, the standard itself no 
longer exists unless the learners are asked to demonstrate their learning against the standard as a whole and not just 
the isolated skills that make up the standard. When it comes to meeting standards, the whole really is greater than the 
sum of its parts.”
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