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Depth of Knowledge
DOK the Right Way… 
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Depth of Knowledge

Learning Intentions
✔ Clarify DOK levels of 

questioning.

High Quality Instruction Social & Emotional Learning Collaborative Culture

Success Criteria
✔ Reflect and record the 

percentage of DOK 1,2,3 
questions in a recent 
major assessment and 
discuss implications of 
baseline data.
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What is the DOK 
level?

What is the 
cognitive 
demand?

What is the demand of the task 
students must complete?

What is the demand of the 
mental processing students 
must perform?

What is the demand of 
the response students 
must provide? 

What is the demand of 
the goal and expectation 
for the student?

DOK 1
(recall) Low

● Just the facts
● Just do it 

● Recall information
● Recall how to

Answer correctly Answer it

DOK 2
(skill or concept) Moderate

● show and share or 
summarize

● comprehend and 
communicate

● specify and explain
● give examples and 

non-examples
● provide evidence

● Apply knowledge, 
concepts, or skills

● Use information and 
basic reasoning

Establish and explain with 
examples

Use it to explain it

DOK 3
(strategic 
thinking)

High 
● delve deeply
● inquire and investigate
● critical thinking
● problem solving
● creative thinking
● defend, justify or refute 

evidence 
● connect, confirm, conclude, 

consider or critique

● Think strategically

● Use complex reasoning 
supported by evidence

Examine and explain with 
evidence

Use it to prove it 

DOK 4
(extended 
thinking)

High 
● go deep within a subject 

area
● go among texts and 

topics 
● go across the curriculum
● go beyond the classroom

● Use extended reasoning 
supported by expertise

● think extensively

Explore and explain with 
examples and evidence 
over an extended period

Go for it
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DOK (Depth of Knowledge) Levels

DOK 2

Skill or Concept

TEKS at face value

Application of TEKS

Paragraph/Excerpts

Small ‘i’ Inferencing

Approaches/Meets

DOK 3

Strategic Thinking

Extension of TEKS

Text Evidence

Whole Passage

Big ‘I’ Inferencing

Meets/Masters

DOK 4

Extended Thinking

Further Extension of TEKS

Synthesis

Creation of Something New

Some of our New Question 
Types

Masters

How did the setting influence the plot? 

Why did the author include the retelling 
of David’s death within the passage? 

Which of the following is the best 
summary of the excerpt? 

What is the text structure of the second 
paragraph of the excerpt? 
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DOK (Depth of Knowledge) Levels

DOK 2

Skill or Concept

TEKS at face value

Application of TEKS

Paragraph/Excerpts

Small ‘i’ Inferencing
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DOK 3
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Extension of TEKS

Text Evidence

Whole Passage
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Meets/Masters

DOK 4

Extended Thinking

Further Extension of TEKS

Synthesis

Creation of Something New

Some of our New Question 
Types

Masters

Which of the following lines of dialogue 
encapsulates the theme of the excerpt? 

Which of the following excerpts can be 
used to identify the text structure of the 
passage? 

How does the conflict influence the 
theme of the excerpt? 
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DOK (Depth of Knowledge) Levels

DOK 2

Skill or Concept

TEKS at face value

Application of TEKS

Paragraph/Excerpts

Small ‘i’ Inferencing

Approaches/Meets

DOK 3

Strategic Thinking

Extension of TEKS

Text Evidence

Whole Passage

Big ‘I’ Inferencing

Meets/Masters

DOK 4

Extended Thinking

Further Extension of TEKS

Synthesis

Creation of Something New

Some of our New Question 
Types

Masters

What information can you gather to 
support the idea that Kurt Vonnegut 
wrote this excerpt in an effort to show 
that war is always destructive for all 
involved? 

Any essay written on STAAR or otherwise 
that requires them to use both inside or 
outside examples. 
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Let’s Practice

DOK 2

Skill or Concept

TEKS at face value

Application of TEKS

Paragraph/Excerpts

Small ‘i’ Inferencing

Approaches/Meets

DOK 3

Strategic Thinking

Extension of TEKS

Text Evidence

Whole Passage

Big ‘I’ Inferencing

Meets/Masters

DOK 4

Extended Thinking

Further Extension of TEKS

Synthesis

Creation of Something New

Some of our New Question 
Types

Masters

Read the following question from a released STAAR. Is this 
DOK 2, 3 or 4? 

P

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfNlfRImQk8
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TISD Best Practices

Advanced

60% DOK 2
40% DOK 3

Level

70% DOK 2
30% DOK 3

J
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TISD Best Practices
Useful data point available in 

AWARE

J
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It’s also about oral questioning. 
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Activities by DOK Level
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Activities by DOK Level



SLIDESMANIA.COM

We appreciate each of you!! 

Thank You 


