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The Process



The Initial Process

● Home language survey
● ELPA21 screener

○ Listening
○ Speaking
○ Reading
○ Writing



Different Levels of English

● Students take the ELPA21 to determine their language 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing
○ Emerging (1s and 2s)
○ Progressing
○ Proficient (4s and 5s)



The Process, Continued

● Each year, students take the ELPA21 summative in the 
spring
○ Listening
○ Speaking
○ Reading
○ Writing

● When students score proficient and have two additional 
pieces of classroom data, they exit the program
○ Student data is monitored for 4 years





Serving Students in ESL

● Students that have not scored proficient and are served 
in ESL have LPACs
○ ELPA21 scores
○ Model of service
○ Scaffolds
○ Testing accommodations





ESL Groups

● Targeted instruction in 
listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing in 
English based on their 
ELPA21 scores

● ELP Standards
● Regardless of level of 

English, each student is 
unique. We have to 
develop relationships 
with each student. 



Scaffolds During Instruction



Social Language and Academic Language
● Students can have good 

social language, but still 
struggle with academic 
language/topic-specific 
vocabulary. 



Be Aware of Your Emerging English Language Learners
● An “emerging” score means they scored 1s and 2s in all 

domains

● What can an “emerging” ELL do?
○ Point, draw, listen, act out

○ Speak in single words or phrases

○ Respond to short conversations

○ Follow simple directions

○ Answer yes/no questions

○ Working towards understanding wh- questions



For emerging students…
● Give them a buddy

○ It’s okay if they are copying!

● Increase wait time
● Let students observe
● Honor their “silent period”



Giving Directions
● Use simple and short 

language
● Be very specific
● Give 1-2 step(s) at a 

time
● Check for understanding
● Repetition

○ They may need to hear you 
say it again - This is on 
their LPAC!

● Model 
○ Oral directions may not be 

enough. They need to SEE 
it.



Visuals
● Use pictures, 

gestures, and 
realia 
whenever 
possible!



Sentence Starters and 
Frames

● Use them! 
● They need good speaking/writing models
● Sometimes students need help getting started



Student Talk (Don’t do all the talking!)
● My turn/your turn (echo)
● Chants or songs
● Talk to peers

○ We can give ideas for structured talk routines

● Say it before they write it
● What if they aren’t talking? 

○ Silent period? Observing? Sentence starter? Speak to friend in 
native language?



Examples of Scaffolded Assignments



Kindergarten Writing/Oral Language

● Goal: Draw a picture and tell a 
story

● Problem: Some students were 
having trouble getting 
started/coming up with an idea. 
Some students had a drawing but 
it wasn’t one story.

● Scaffold: Give certain students 
the start of a picture - Then the 
student can add details and tell 
a story.



Lower Elementary Writing

● Model
● Give them a topic or choices 

for a topic
● Let them draw the picture 

first
● Give them sentence starters 

or sentence frames



Upper Elementary Writing



Retelling

Read the 
story 3 
times.

As a group, put 
pictures + text in 
order. Students read 
the retell on the 
cards.

Covered up the 
words. As a group, 
students put the 
pictures in order.

Each student had to 
retell the story 
using the pictures.



Compare and Contrast



Build Background



Third Grade Wax Museum

● Gave fewer choices for topic
● Limited the number of 

questions/research
● Provided sentence frames



Resources to Help You Scaffold (Future PLC)

● Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)
● Differentiating for English Learners poster



Questions?


