Py BEST GENIUS HOUR TiP

WRORGE O\Q () SO PRESNTOTION

The first ime students porticipate in Genius Hour it con be overwhelming. This is especiolly true
in second, third, and fourth grode. There is a lof of freedom in Genius Hour and, of times, the
relative lack of structure can be frustrating for some students who like to know exactly what to-
do.

To help with this T (the teacher) olso participate in Genius Hour! At the same time the
students are choosing a topic, L pick one for myself. Then, before 1 expecf SJrudenJrs to
' demons%mfe a skill, I demonstrate it myself.

WEEK TEACHER GENTUS HOUR PROJECT BEE‘TGNSFEEEEGNS

Model how you bromerorm Fmdlng a topic. L made sure to
_ say oll of my thoughts out loud. “Hmmm, T really love being
‘ outside. T wonder if L could do a project about that” T
- WEEK]  wos af the beach this week and T saw people flying kites.”
“T've always wanted a kite" “T want to learn more about
kites.”

WEEK 2 Model how you are turning your inferest ond research info
‘ on essential question. *How do you build o kit?”

Model Fmdmg occephnble research. Show 51‘ud6\’\'¥“5 how \fou

WEEKS 3 will find information on how fo build o kite. T like to Google
EEKS 3 ‘How to build a kite for kigs” to help keep results student—
) focused. )
<re Model how to write down the information' T am findin
WEEKY :

about kites in “My Genius Hour Research”.

Model how to choose o project. What should T build or do
- with my question? A website? A blog? A sweater? T
WEEK 5-7 , - decide to actually build a kite and make a poster teaching
others how o build one.

Model o Fma\ Gentus Hour preseMaﬁon Give +he SJrudenJrs
WEEK g of anidea of what you expect when they are o present
: their projects.




ﬂ&ﬂﬂm m A Suggesfed timeline for implementing Genius Hour in o
L “second, Jrhlrd or fourth grade clossroom..

WEER |

~ Together: Brainstorm things
that the class is interested
in, problems they want fo

. Individuot research potential
fopics

WEeek 2
Together: Turning ideas and

potential topics into inquiry
questions to be solved.

Individual: . Write o Genius
~ Hour Question

wECK 3

Together: brainstorm things

that could be a final "project”

to show what you have
learned. (posters, websites,
dramafic skit, lego model,
mini-book, a hand-sewn
object, knitting, etc)

Individual decide on a final
project. Submit Genius Hour
plan.

WCCRY
Together: teacher models

how to find information for
each project using “Sample

. Genius Hour® as an example.

Skills include: sofe gooaling,
finding inforration in a book,

Teach how fo use research
loa.

Iﬁdividdah research topic,
use research log

WEEK 5
Together: teacher models

~ how to record information
" found when researching.

Use the *My Genius Hour
Research* page(s).

Individuot research topic,
record findings

WECK ©
“Together: continue to model

tesearch skills and preporing
6 genius hour project

Use the “My Gerius Hour
Research” page(s).

Individual: research topic,
record findings

WEEK T
Together: continue to nodel

reseorch skilis and preparing
a genius hour project

Use the “My Genius Hour
Research® pagels).

Individual research topic,
record findings, begin to
create project and/or
presen’raﬂon

WECK 3
Together: teacher delivers a
final Genius Hour
presentajion® to give
“students o rough iden of

what a presentation con jook
like

Individual Work on projects
and prepare any
presentations

weekq9
Together: Address any
concerns that hove arisen

- Lonference with students
11 for individual support.

' Tndividuak Work on projects

and prepore any
presentations

WCEK IO
Together: Address any
concerns that have arisen.

Conference with students
11 for individual support,

| Individual Work on projects

and prepare ony
presentations

‘week ||
Together: Address any
concerns that have arisen
Conference with students
11 for individual support.

Individual: Work on projects
and prepare ony
presentations

WEEK 12
Together: Address any
cohcerns that have arisen.

Students may work in small
groups to practice '
preserding.

Tndividual: Finol preparations
an presentations/projects

PRESENTATIONS

. * 3G Students Present
*  Questions from Peers

= Students explore each

others' work.

PRESENTRTIONS

Presenfotion Dav. 2:
*  3-6 Students Present
= Questions from Peers
+ Studerts explore each
others' work.

PRESENTHTIONS

Presentotion Day 3
*  3-& Students Present
*  Questions from Peers
= Students explore sach
others' work.

PRESCNTRTIONS

+  3-b Students Present

v Questions from Peers’

«  Siudents explore each
" others' work.

PRESENTATION
ALTERNATIVE:

Instead of individual presentations, try having students set up their Genius

Hout projects around the classroom in small booths. Invite other closses
or administrators to wolk through and explore their findings.
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