
 
 
Grade 4- ELA Unit 1 

 

Grade Level: 4 Time Period/Time Frame: 40min daily Content Area: Reading/ ELA 

Unit 1 
Story Elements, Plot Sequence, Problem/Solution, Compare & Contrast, Context Clues, Main Ideas/Text Evidence 

 

Essential Standards Addressed in this Unit 
CCSS/ELP/Other State Standard 

1. RL.4.1- Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

2. RI.4.1- Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

3. RI.4.2- Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the 
text. 

4. RI.4.5- Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

5. RI.4.9- Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

6. L.4.4- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

7. W.4- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  

8. W.9- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.   
9. W.10- Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
 

Essential Skills Addressed in this Unit 

● Week 1: Story Elements, Plot Sequence, Synonyms (RL ) *revisited in Unit 5, week 4 & 5 
● Week 2:  Story Elements, Problem/Solution, Idioms (RL) *revisited in Unit 5, week 1 & 3 
● Week 3: Compare & Contrast, Context Clues- multi-meaning words (RI) 
● Week 4: Cause & Effect, Context Clues: Definitions & Restatements (RI) *revisited in Unit 4, week 

1 and 4; Unit 5, week 2 
● Week 5:  Main Ideas/Text Evidence, Suffixes (RI) *revisited Unit 2, weeks 3 and 4 

 
All Weeks Writing: Informational 

 

Learning Targets 

Week 1 I can sequence events in a story. 

Week 2 I can identify a problem and solution in a text. 
I can identify the meaning of an idiom. 
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Week 3 I can use context clues to understand the meaning of a 
word. 

Week 4 I can identify the cause and effect in a text. 
I can use context clues to understand the meaning of a 
word. 

Week 5 I can identify the main idea and key details in a text. 
I can interpret a word using suffixes. 

Unit Assessment I can apply the concepts I’ve learned in reading to generate 
responses on an assessment. 

  
 

Learning Target Progressions 

 See Unit lesson plans below 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

Antonym 
Sequence 
Synonym 

Idioms Compare/Contrast 
Context Clues 

Multiple Meaning 
Words 

Cause/Effect 
Context Clues 

Restated 

Key Details  
Main Idea 
Suffixes 

Summary 

 

 Common Assessments  
Formative and Summative 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1slTQsV-yTVkUSEdObk60OekrfhV2fOaI 

 
 

Intervention/Enrichment Plan 

Below Grade Level Interventions 
 

● Leveled Readers 

Above Grade Level Enrichments 
 

● Leveled Readers 
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● Approaching level workbook (pages correlate 
with Your Turn Workbook) 

● Comprehension Intervention Workbook - Tier 
2 
○ For all weeks, even # pages are teacher 

resource and odd are student practice 
pages 
■ Wk 1 - pgs. Make, confirm, and revise 

predictions (182-187), Draw 
conclusions (218-223) 

■ Wk 2 - pgs. Problem/solution (92-97), 
dictionary & thesaurus (356-357), 
Description (170-175), Realistic fiction 
(322-323)  

■ Wk 3 - pgs. Compare & contrast (86-
91), Sensory language (272-273), 
Dialogue (274-275) 

■ Wk 4 - pgs.  Cause & effect (152-
157), Imagery (256-257) 

■ Wk 5 - pgs. Using multiple sources 
(370-371), Main idea and key details 
(110-111) 

● Chapter Books (Wonders Books: MC Higgins, 
Accidental Heroes, Volcanoes, and Happy 
Birthday Martin Luther King) 

 
 

Resources 

● Core Resources 
○ WONDERS ONLINE RESOURCES 

 
● Reading Resources 

○ W1- U1W1 Resources 
○ W2- U1W2 Resources 
○ W3- U1W3 Resources 
○ W4- U1W4 Resources 
○ W5- U1W5 Resources 

 
● Writing Resources 

○ Step Up to Writing 
○ Wonders PT Performance Tasks 

 
● Additional Resources 
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○ Unit 1 Trifolds 
○ Informational Writing-episode 1 
○ Informational Writing-episode 2 
○ Informational Writing-episode 3 
○ Informational Writing-episode 4 
○ Informational Writing-episode 5 
○ Informational Writing-episode 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anchor Charts 
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More SMART START anchor charts below---keep scrolling to find 
them !! 
  

Reflection Notes  
Lesson by lesson notes about what worked, and what needed adjustment  

EVE:  Unit 1, Week 3 Question 2B (Context Clues)....since they aren’t reading the text, they did poorly on 
this question that required them to cite their text evidence---which they hadn’t read 
Unit 1, Week 4  Context clue questions are too hard!!  (sprocket/modern) 
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Smart Start Anchor Charts
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