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Southmore’s Current Student Population



Potential to exit:
7th grade = 72 students
8th grade = 85 students

Unfortunately, no student got 
Advanced High in all domains of 
TELPAS.

Only two students got Advance 
High in the speaking domain.

This year, writing will take place 
online with the reading. 

Campus Instructional 
Focus for EBs

▪ Increase opportunities for students to 
use academic language through 
structured class activities.

▪ Plan instructional activities to get 
students speaking and writing as much 
as possible.



Ellevation
● Ellevation is a comprehensive EL 

program that organizes all EB student 
data and supports instructional 
planning.

● The following information is 
accessible:
○ Test data - STAAR, MAP, TELPAS
○ Level of support for language 

acquisition
○ Strategies to incorporate the ELPs 

Look for this tile in the portal!

Content & Language 
Objectives



Let’s start with the first set of slides

Content 
Objective

vs
Language 
Objective 

Content Objective Language Objective

Who? The student The student

Reference?

TEKS
Content 
Standard

ELPS 
Language 
standard

Purpose?
What do I need to 

know?

How can I show that 
I know it through 

language?

What are the ELPS?
(English Language Proficiency Standards)

Make Content 
Comprehensible

Develop Academic 
Language

If you have even ONE EL in 
your classroom, you are 
required to include the ELPS 
in your instruction!



ELPS Language Domains & PLDs



Language Objective 
Template

I can (ELPS domain) about (academic 
content language) by using (language 
skill/function/phrase).



I can (ELPS domain) about (academic content language) by 
using (language skill/function/phrase).

Template: 

ELPS:  3(D) speak using grade-level content area vocabulary in context to 
internalize new ENglish words and build academic language proficiency.

I can speak to my partner to retell the chapter using 
past tense verbs. 

Language Objective: 

Math - Equations & Inequalities

Language Objective: I can orally collaborate to find an unknown 
amount in a situation using tape diagrams.



RLA - Rhythm & Flow

RLA - Rhythm and Flow

Language Objective: I can read to identify how elements of setting can 
impact characters in The Crossover .



Science - Playing with Forces

Language Objective: I can write to explain how different forces act on 
an object by using diagrams .

Social Studies - Roots of Revolution 

Language Objective: I can write to justify my decisions regarding the 
American Revolution using an anticipation guide.



I can (ELPS domain) about 
(academic content language) 
by using (language 
skill/function/phrase).

7 Steps to a Language 
Rich Classroom



7 Steps…Language Rich 
Classroom

The 7 Steps...
1. Teach students what to say when they don't know 

what to say
2. Have students speak in complete sentences
3. Randomize & Rotate when calling on students
4. Use total response signals
5. Use visuals and vocabulary strategies that support 

your objective
6. Have students participate in structured 

conversations
7. Have students participate in structured 

reading/writing activities

KEY ELEMENTS of a 
Language Rich 
Environment

Differentiation of KEY instructional 
Elements
Engaged Learners…speaking, 
reading, and writing
Movement - total response signals
Visual Cues - anchor charts, 
sentence strips, & vocabulary word 
walls (using academic Language)

For today we will review 
Step 5:
You have heard the saying, "A picture is worth a 
thousand words," and often this is true. Photos, 
maps, drawings, movie clips, and concrete 
objects give students access to content in 
spite of possible barriers such as lack of 
background on the subject or limited English 
proficiency.



Step 5 - Use Visual and 
Vocabulary Strategies that 
Support Your Objectives

Graphic Organizers - These provide a way for 
students to organize facts, ideas and concepts that help 
them make sense of the content.

The can be used:
▪ Before Instruction - provides SCAFFOLD for 

new material 
▪ During Instruction - to help students with 

ORGANIZING key information
▪ After Instruction - to help students with 

CONNECTING prior knowledge

Graphic organizer

Spider map

T - CHARTS

KWL Charts
VENN
 Diagram

Story
 Map

Point and Talk

▪ This strategy helps clarify meaning for 
new concepts.

▪ Simply draw or show a visual of the key 
concept for each lesson.

▪ Keep it posted throughout the unit of 
study and consistently point back to it.

▪ Use of ANCHOR CHARTS is vital for all 
struggling students
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Developing Vocabulary

A good rule of thumb is to introduce and 
display at least two new words per 
lesson. Here are two specific strategies 
that build academic vocabulary:
▪ Via Scanning Strategy
▪ And Establishing Academic 

Vocabulary Walls
Scanning strategy teaches students essential words for 
understanding new content minutes before they encounter 
the words in text. Using this strategy increased student 
achievement by 33% as compared to students who did not 
use the strategy.

Marzano's Six Step Process
In "Building Academic Vocabulary" (Marzano, 2004), Marzano outlines a comprehensive approach to learning 
the context specific academic vocabulary, or the brick words that students encounter in their reading. The first 
three steps help us introduce new terms during the first lesson; the last three steps help students practice & 
reinforce those terms over time.

Remember: Describe, Describe, Draw, Do, Discuss, Play



Marzano's Six Step Process
In "Building Academic Vocabulary" (Marzano, 2004), Marzano outlines a comprehensive approach to learning 
the context specific academic vocabulary, or the brick words that students encounter in their reading. The first 
three steps help us introduce new terms during the first lesson; the last three steps help students practice & 
reinforce those terms over time.

Remember: Describe, Describe, Draw, Do, Discuss, Play

Step 1: Describe - Instead of a standard definition, teachers give students a description or explanation of the word or term 
using examples and visuals. The goal is to appeal to learners of ALL types in order to help them understand new 
vocabulary.

Step 2: Describe - Students are asked to give their own description or explanation using their own words. By 
listening/reading student descriptions/explanations, we can assess mastery or provide help. Students record descriptions 
in their personal notebooks to reference later.

Step 3: Draw - Students draw representations of the new vocabulary word/term. Acceptable ways to complete this task 
include: drawing pictures, designing symbols, making graphics, creating cartoons, finding a visual on Internet or 
magazine. This can be done individually or in groups.

Step 4: Do - Give students more practice using new vocabulary words/terms. Have them participate in activities such as: 
identifying prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, antonyms, related words and additional visuals.

Step 5: Discuss - Students discuss words/terms as they work with/in partners, triads or groups. This conversation is 
more effective when structured. Monitoring discussions clears up any confusion students may have.

Step 6: Play - Students participate in games that reinforce deep understanding or new vocabulary words/terms. 
Examples of games include: Jeopardy, Wordo (like Bingo), Charades, Pictionary, Scrabble, etc...



Revisiting Word Walls

● Reinforcing the spelling of important terms across a 

unit or of frequently misspelled words;

● Housing words that you want students to use more in 

their writing or discussion; and

● Expanding student vocabulary by helping students 

see how words connect, as in a word wall that 

displays lists of synonyms.

Short Constructed Response 
with RACE

Restate the question using a 
sentence format.

Answer the question completely.

Cite evidence from the text that 
supports your answer.

Explain how your evidence 
proves your answer.
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Resources for using RACE


